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Dear teacher,
Thank you for taking part in our virtual Numeracy in the News day on Thursday 19th November 2020 –
giving students the chance to think critically about the role of numbers in the news.
The day will be hosted on Zoom from 09:15–15:15. It will bring together schools and KPMG volunteers to
explore two news topics: the UK’s economic response to covid-19 and presidential elections in America.
Students aged 11-14 from ten secondary schools will use numeracy and news-literacy skills to get to grips with
what’s happening and form opinions. KPMG volunteers will share their perspectives on numeracy in the news
and workplace and give feedback on the discussions in the classroom. There will also be a panel discussion
with senior KPMG staff. The whole day will be facilitated by trained teachers from the Foundation Team.
To help you to make the most of your day, we have provided you with the following resources:

GENERAL

ENVELOPE 2: SESSION 2

• Timeline for the day
• Preparation checklist
• Red, yellow and green voting sheets
• Parental permission form

• Presidential elections in America session guide
• Teacher prompts for Session 2
• Electoral map sheets
• Reasons for not voting sheets

ENVELOPE 1: SESSION 1
• Covid-19 and the economy session guide
• Teacher prompts for Session 1
• Furlough cards
• Stamp-duty holiday cards
• “Eat out to help out” cards
Please check through these resources before the day and make sure you have enough for your group.
We will email you with a Teacher PowerPoint that will support the classroom sessions nearer to the time.
Activities for the day will be held in different Zoom rooms: our main Zoom room will be to share ideas
between schools and to host the KPMG panel discussion. The breakout group Zoom rooms (which we
will direct you to) will be for smaller groups of schools and volunteers to have more detailed discussions.
We will go through this all in our rehearsal with you.
You will have been emailed about a compulsory rehearsal for teachers, when we will go through
everything in more detail and answer any questions you might have.
We will email you the Zoom link for the day in advance of your rehearsal.
We look forward to Zooming with you!
The Foundation Team

SCHOOLS CONTENT

HAVING IT ISSUES?

PREPARATION
CHECKLIST

Don’t worry! Please call
Molly on 020 7576 8549
and she will help!

CHECKLIST TO PREPARE FOR THE DAY
Have Zoom and Google Docs links to hand
Collect parental permission forms
Ensure students are off timetable
 heck the timings of the breaks and lunch time
C
of the day. You may need to ensure students have
packed-lunches if the lunch falls at a different
time to usual
 heck through resources and make sure their
C
are enough for each activity
 heck that you have received the
C
Teacher PowerPoint
 ake sure you’re familiar with the two sessions
M
you’ll be delivering
 et up an additional computer/tablet for one
S
student use, with access to Google Docs
Attend one of the rehearsals
 sk students to copy the following link so they
A
can give feedback when they get home after the
Numeracy in the News day: bit.ly/KPMGstudent

HAVING IT ISSUES?

SESSION 1

COVID-19 AND THE
ECONOMY

Don’t worry! Please call
Molly on 020 7576 8549
and she will help!

BEFORE THIS SESSION YOU WILL NEED TO:
Have the Teacher PowerPoint ready to play
Have the Teacher prompts for Session 1 to hand
Have the Furlough cards ready to hand out, enough for one card each
Have the Stamp-duty holiday cards ready to hand out, enough for one card each
Have the “Eat out to help out” cards ready to hand out, enough for one card each
Choose someone to be a scribe and give them access to their own device with the Google Doc for Session 1 loaded
Make sure students and teachers have their green, yellow and red Voting sheets to hand

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
ACTIVITY

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

TIME

Covid-19 and the
economy

Show slides 1-2 on the Teacher PowerPoint about some of the threats to the economy
caused by covid-19. For each problem, ask the questions at the top of the slide.

5 mins

SOLUTION 1:
Furlough

1.	Show slide 3 and hand out the Furlough cards so the group has a mixture of the four
statistics. Ask students to look at the statistic on their card.

15 mins

2.	Show slide 4. Students should answer the questions about their statistic. Give time for
students with different cards to share their statistics and their answers. Students should
say whether another person’s statistic supports their point or not.
Have your scribe take notes about your discussion in the Thoughts on solutions section of
the Google Doc for Session 1.

SOLUTION 2:
The stamp-duty
holiday

1.	Show slide 5 and hand out the Stamp-duty holiday cards so the group has a mixture of
the four statistics. Ask students to look at the statistic on their card.

SOLUTION 3:
“Eat out to
help out”

1.	Show slide 7 and hand out the “Eat out to help out” cards so the group has a mixture of
the four statistics. Ask students to look at the statistic on their card.

Worth it?

Show slide 9. Label one side of the room as “worth it” and the other as “not worth it”. For
each of the government’s solutions, students should point to where they think it belongs on
the continuum. Give time for students with different opinions to explain their reasons and
share these in the Worth it? section on the Google Doc.

12 mins

2.	Show slide 6. Students should answer the questions about their statistic. Give time for
students with different cards to share their statistics and their answers. Students should
say whether another person’s statistic supports their point or not. Take notes about your
discussion in the Google Doc.

12 mins

2.	Show slide 8. Students should answer the questions about their statistic. Give time for
students with different cards to share their statistics and their answers. Students should
say whether another person’s statistic supports their point or not. Take notes about your
discussion in the Google Doc.

CHALLENGE: can students persuade others to change their minds?
Use slide 10 and the Voting sheets to take a final vote for which solution students think is
the most worthwhile. Ask students to give reasons for their decision.

11 mins

HAVING IT ISSUES?

SESSION 2

PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS IN AMERICA

Don’t worry! Please call
Molly on 020 7576 8549
and she will help!

BEFORE THIS SESSION YOU WILL NEED TO:
Have the Teacher PowerPoint ready to play
Have the Teacher prompts for Session 2 to hand
Have the Electoral vote maps ready to hand out, enough for one each
Have the Reasons for not voting sheets ready to hand out, enough for one each
Choose someone to be a scribe and give them access to their own device with the Google Doc for Session 2 loaded
Make sure students and teachers have their green, yellow and red Voting sheets to hand

ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
ACTIVITY

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

TIME

The American
election

Show slide 12 about the presidential election in America.
Ask students: why is it important that the people find the electoral system fair?

5 mins

PROBLEM 1:
The electoralcollege system

Hand out the Electoral vote maps and work through slides 13-17 about the problems with the
electoral-college system.

18 mins

Creative
solutions

Show slide 18. Give students time to think about possible solutions.
They could make notes on their map.

Ask: who might think this system is fair? Who might think this system is unfair?

8 mins

Then give students time to share their solutions. Ask:
• How could we combine some of these ideas?
• Why would these ideas work / not work?
• What other problems might these ideas cause?
• Who would agree / disagree with these ideas?
Have your scribe add suggestions to the Electoral-college solutions section of the Google Doc
for Session 2.

PROBLEM 2:
Voter turnout

Introduce the next problem on slide 19. Explain to students that some of the numbers will be
from previous elections because the 2020 election is yet to be fully analysed.

10 mins

Show slide 20 and hand out the Reasons for not voting sheets. Students should look at the
donut chart and decide which section the quotes fit into. There is a copy of the donut chart on
slide 21 if needed.
Ask students: what do the voter turnout numbers suggest about how people feel about the
election? What were the most common reasons why people didn’t vote? How could voter
turnout be improved?

Creative
solutions

Show students slide 22 and give students time to think about possible solutions.

10 mins

Then give students time to share their solutions. Ask:
• How could we combine some of these ideas?
• Why would these ideas work / not work?
• Would other problems might these ideas cause?
• Who would agree / disagree with these ideas?
Add suggestions to the Voter turnout solutions section of your Google Doc.

Vote!

Ask students to vote about which problem they think is the most pressing, by using their
Voting sheets. Use slide 23 to help.

4 mins

SCHOOLS CONTENT

TIMELINE FOR
THE DAY

HAVING IT ISSUES?
Don’t worry! Please call
Molly on 020 7576 8549
and she will help!

Have this in front of you throughout the day to see where we are up to!
TIME + ROOM

DETAIL

THINGS TO DO

09:15–09:55

Join the Zoom room and say hello
to everyone when prompted. Start
thinking about the activity on the
holding slide and join in with the
conversation.

• Go to the Zoom room
• Have your Voting sheets to hand

Get to know our KPMG volunteers
as they help you to prepare for your
classroom session by introducing
you to our key skills and important
vocabulary.

• We will send you to your breakout group
Zoom room
• Prepare to share questions when prompted

Classroom Session 1:
The economic
response to covid-19
in the UK

Students will complete activities in
the classroom to learn about furlough,
the stamp-duty holiday and “Eat out
to help out”. They will look at who
these schemes help, how much they
cost and decide which one is the most
worthwhile.

• Stay on the Zoom call but turn your
microphone and camera off.
• Work through the Covid-19 and the economy
session guide, using our timings to help you
• Choose someone to be the scribe for the
group and have them take notes in the Google
Doc for Session 1. (We will look through this
during the break so that we can share your
fantastic ideas)

11:20–11:40

BREAK

• Stay on the Zoom call with your microphone
and camera off. This will ensure a smooth
transition into the next activity

11:40–12:00
Group Zoom rooms

The Foundation Team will lead
feedback on the students’ ideas
from Session 1.

• When break ends, turn your microphone and
camera back on
• Have your Voting sheets to hand

12:00–12:35

KPMG panel discussion

• We will send you back to the main Zoom room
• Join in with the questions and polls

LUNCH

• Stay on the Zoom call but turn your
microphone and camera off. This will
ensure a smooth transition into the next
activity

Main Zoom room

09:55–10:25
Group Zoom rooms

10:25–11:20

Main Zoom room

12:35–13:30

13:30–13:50
Group Zoom rooms

Another chance to challenge our KPMG • When lunch ends, turn your microphone and
volunteers with questions. They will
camera back on
help you to prepare for your next
• We will send you to your breakout group
classroom session by introducing our
Zoom room
next pair of key skills and explaining
• Prepare to share questions when prompted
more important vocabulary.

13:50–14.45

Students will complete activities in the
Classroom Session 2: classroom to learn about the problems
Presidential elections with presidential elections in America,
including the electoral-college system
in America
and voter turnout. They will come up
with possible solutions for these and
decide which issue is more pressing.

• Stay on the Zoom call but turn your
microphone and camera off
• Work through the Presidential elections in
America session guide, using our timings to
help you
• Choose someone to be the scribe for the
group and have them take notes in the Google
Doc for Session 2. (We will use this for our
feedback discussion)

14:45–15:00

• We will send you to your breakout group
Zoom room
• Have your Voting sheets to hand

Group Zoom rooms

15:00–15:15

The Foundation Team will lead
feedback on the students’ ideas
from Session 2.

Main Zoom room

The Foundation Team will lead the final • We will send you back to the main Zoom room
reflection. Join in with the questions
• Join in with the polls
and polls.

15:15–15:20

FEEDBACK

Fill in and send your feedback form

FURLOUGH

In January 2020, almost
33 million people were
employed. By June,

9.6 million
workers were furloughed from
1.2 million different employers.

What do these numbers tell us about furlough?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about furlough?

FURLOUGH

£26.5

billion had been claimed in
furlough by the end of June.
£5.3 billion of this was claimed by
retail workers and £4.1 billion by
workers in hotels and restaurants.
What do these numbers tell us about furlough?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about furlough?

FURLOUGH

57%

of people working at small
businesses were furloughed
compared to 19% of employees
at bigger businesses.
What do these numbers tell us about furlough?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about furlough?

FURLOUGH

87%

of food-service and accommodation
businesses had to furlough some
of their staff. 1.4 million (out of
1.8 million) workers from this
sector were furloughed in total.
What do these numbers tell us about furlough?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about furlough?

THE STAMP-DUTY HOLIDAY

If you buy a house worth
£1 million, you could save

£15,000.

If you buy a house worth £200,000,
you could save £1,500.
What do these numbers tell us about the
stamp-duty holiday?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about the stamp-duty holiday?

THE STAMP-DUTY HOLIDAY

The average house buyer will save

£4,500

that they might choose to spend elsewhere.
What do these numbers tell us about the
stamp-duty holiday?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about the stamp-duty holiday?

THE STAMP-DUTY HOLIDAY

There were predicted to be

50%

fewer house sales this year compared with
the average, which will have a knock-on
effect on the spending linked to moving.
For example, decorating or furniture sales.
What do these numbers tell us about the
stamp-duty holiday?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about the stamp-duty holiday?

THE STAMP-DUTY HOLIDAY

Buyers in and around London
will save the most. Up to

95%

of sales in these areas
will be stamp-duty free.
What do these numbers tell us about the
stamp-duty holiday?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about the stamp-duty holiday?

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT”

A family of four
could save up to

£40 per meal.
What do these numbers tell us about “Eat out to
help out”?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about “Eat out to help out”?

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT”

Over

83,000
restaurants
took part.

What do these numbers tell us about “Eat out to
help out”?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about “Eat out to help out”?

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT”

2 million

jobs were
supported by this.
What do these numbers tell us about “Eat out to
help out”?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about “Eat out to help out”?

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT”

In its first week,

10,540,394
meals were
subsidised.

What do these numbers tell us about “Eat out to
help out”?
Would this solution prevent the causes of any
of the problems? Would it help prevent the
consequences of any of the problems?
Who would this solution help?
Who doesn’t benefit from this solution?
Is this solution a good idea or a bad idea? Why?
What other information do we need to form a
fair opinion about “Eat out to help out”?

SESSION 1

TEACHER PROMPTS FOR SESSION 1

Students stuck for ideas?
Use this sheet to help get the conversations going.
Economic solutions: what do the numbers say?
FURLOUGH NUMBERS
Without the option of furlough, many people would have lost their jobs and many businesses would have
collapsed.
• In January 2020, almost 33 million people were employed. By June, 9.6 million workers were furloughed
from 1.2 million different employers. This means that just under a third of people in employment were
furloughed.
• £26.5 billion had been claimed in furlough by the end of June. £5.3 billion of this was claimed by retail
workers and £4.1 billion by workers in hotels and restaurants. Over a third of all furlough claimed was by
people in the retail and hospitality industries.
• 57% of people working at small businesses were furloughed compared to 19% of employees at bigger
businesses. Smaller businesses needed to furlough more employees to cope with lack of custom.
They would have been more likely to collapse without furlough.
• 87% of food service and accommodation businesses had to furlough some of their staff. 1.4 million (out of
1.8 million) workers from this sector were furloughed in total. This means that nearly 78% of all workers in
this sector were furloughed.

THE STAMP-DUTY HOLIDAY NUMBERS
• I f you buy a house worth £1 million, you could save £15,000. If you buy a house worth £200,000, you
could save £1,500. If someone can afford to buy a house for £1 million, should the government help
them? Is it fair that people with less money save less?
• The average house buyer will save £4,500 that they might choose to spend elsewhere. A lot of people will
not move house so will not benefit from this. Is it fair to put something in place that allows only some
people to make savings?
• There were predicted to be 50% fewer house sales this year compared with the average, which will have a
knock-on effect on the spending linked to moving. For example, decorating or furniture sales. Encouraging
people to move might get them spending again in the shops, which would boost the economy.
• Buyers in and around London will save the most. Up to 95% of sales in these areas will be stamp-duty free.
Is it fair that one place will benefit more than others? Note: generally, houses are more expensive in
London than the rest of the UK.

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT” NUMBERS
• A
 family of four could save up to £40 per meal. Why might a family need to save this money at that
moment? Or why would they have wanted to spend this money elsewhere?
• Over 83,000 restaurants took part. A lot of businesses will benefit from more custom and this will boost
the economy. How might the restaurants that did not take part be affected?
• 2 million jobs were supported by this. Busier restaurants mean more staff are needed.
It will also create more jobs for people who have lost theirs.
• In its first week, 10,540,394 meals were subsidised. This scheme was popular with the public.
Could having this many customers back in restaurants so quickly have caused any problems?

Are the solutions worth the cost?
SOLUTIONS + COSTS
FURLOUGH
COST = almost £32 billion

THE STAMP-DUTY
HOLIDAY
COST = almost £4 billion

“EAT OUT TO HELP OUT”
COST = £500 million

WORTH IT

NOT WORTH IT

•S
 aved jobs and gave
people a stable wage

• Very expensive, people
will have to pay towards
this somehow in the
future

•S
 topped many
businesses from running
out of money

•K
 eeps the housing
market moving and helps
the rest of the economy
•W
 hen people move
house, they spend money
in other places too

• People might still lose
their jobs once furlough
ends
• Richer people make bigger
savings
• Only helps people who
want to move

•P
 rotects jobs in
hospitality

• Puts pressure on
restaurants

•G
 ets people to spend
money to boost the
economy

• Does not help places that
choose not to take part

SESSION 2

TEACHER PROMPTS FOR SESSION 2

Students stuck for ideas?
Use this sheet to help get the conversations going!

PROBLEM

QUESTIONS FOR THINKING ABOUT SOLUTIONS

THE ELECTORAL
-COLLEGE SYSTEM

•S
 hould America go with the result of the popular vote instead?
• Should states have their own election result?
•C
 ould the electoral votes be shared differently between the
candidates?
• Is there a better way of choosing a president?

VOTER TURNOUT

•W
 hat could be done to help more people understand the
importance of voting?
•H
 ow could the system be changed to make sure all voters feel
represented?
• What could be done to remind people to vote?

SESSION 2

REASONS FOR NOT VOTING SHEET
2%

WHY REGISTERED VOTERS SAY
THEY DID NOT VOTE IN 2016

3%

3%

3%
25%

4%

Didn’t like candidates or campaign issues
Felt vote wouldn’t make a difference

8%

Too busy
Illness or disability
Other
Out of town

11%

Registration problems

15%

Forgot to vote
Transportation problems
Inconvenient hours or polling places

12%

Didn’t give a reason

14%

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of the 2016 Current Population Survey,
November Supplement

READ THE FOLLOWING REASONS FOR NOT VOTING
Which section of the donut chart would they fit into? Do you think these reasons are
strong or weak? Why?
Both of the candidates
are rich and white. They
don’t represent me at all.

I think the whole
thing is fixed!

I think people will judge
me for being a young
voter and will say
I don’t know enough.

I don’t think that
elections really give
people power anyway,
so what’s the point?

There’s so much
information in the
news, I can’t tell what’s
true and what’s not.

I couldn’t afford the
cab to my nearest
polling station.

My boss wouldn’t
give me time to
go and vote.

I don’t like what
either candidate
has to say!

I ran out of time
to vote that day.

Alabama - AL
Alaska - AK
Arizona - AZ
Arkansas - AR
California - CA
Colorado - CO
Connecticut - CT
Delaware - DE
Florida - FL
Georgia - GA
Hawaii - HI

SESSION 2

ELECTORAL MAP SHEET

3

3

12
7
6

55

3

6

11

6

10
7

5

38

10

20

29

16
20

18

11

5

8

6

8

9

3 4

11
4
7
14
3
10
3

MA
RI
CT
NJ
DE
MD
DC*

15

11

6

13

9

16

TIME CHALLENGES!

29

3

Pennsylvania - PA
Rhode Island - RI
South Carolina - SC
South Dakota - SD
Tennessee - TN
Texas - TX
Utah - UT
Vermont - VT
Virginia - VA
Washington - WA
West Virginia - WV
Wisconsin - WI
Wyoming - WY

4

6

5

9

Missouri - MO
Montana - MT
Nebraska - NE
Nevada - NV
New Hampshire - NH
New Jersey - NJ
New Mexico - NM
New York - NY
North Carolina - NC
North Dakota - ND
Ohio - OH
Oklahoma - OK
Oregon - OR

10

3

4

Idaho - ID
Illinois - IL
Indiana - IN
Iowa - IA
Kansas - KS
Kentucky - KY
Louisiana - LA
Maine - ME
Maryland - MD
Massachusetts - MA
Michigan - MI
Minnesota - MN
Mississippi - MS

4
*A Federal District, not a state, but still gets electoral votes

1 // Can you spot which state has the
biggest population from the amount
of electoral votes it is worth?
2 // Can you estimate how many
electoral votes there are in total
across all 50 states?
3 // To win the election and become
president, a candidate must win 270
electoral votes. What is the smallest
number of states that a candidate
could win (out of 50) that would get
them to 270 electoral votes?

